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’/é DEPARTMENTOF ALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Social Seclrity Administration

Refer to: Baltimore MD 21235

APR 23 187

‘To Federal Personnel Directors:

Re: Social Security Earnings Statements for Federal Employees
Making FERS Decisions

On June 6, 1986, Presicdent Reagan signed into law an Act
establishing the new Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS).
The retirement leglslatlon extends Civil Service enmnployees two

optlons.

1. Remaining in the current Civil Service Retirement System
(CSRS), or

2. Participating in the new Federal Employees Retirement
System.

FERS participants receive benefits both from the new Federal
employee pension system and from Social Security. There are some
employees who may have worked under Social Security in the past
and will need to reguest information from their records so they
can better understand the projected value of the Social Security
benefit to their overall benefits. The Social Security
Administration (SSA) and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM)
have cdeveloped a process to furnish earnings statements and
coverage information during the FERS Open Season (July 1 through
December 31, 1987) to help the employee make a decision on a
retirement system.

The SSA and OPM process involves the use of a contractor to
produce forms which Fecderal employees can use to obtain
statements from their Social Security records. Shortly, SSA will
provide a supply of forms to each Federal Agency for distribution
to enployees together with a return envelope so employees can
request their earnings history. Each agency has the option of
distributing the forms to all their FERS-eligible employees or
advising their employees of the availability of the forms and
distributing them on an "on-request" basis only. In order to
keep the workload down and provide better service to employees
who really need their Social Security earnings to make their FERS
decision, the latter option is preferred.

Those employees who believe that they need their Social Security
record for the FERS decision should promptly comgplete and return
the form. A copy of the form is attached which includes name,
Social Security number, date of birth, sex, current address and
signature. Upon receipt of the form the input data will produce
a statement from the system which shows coverage information and
year-by-year earnings amounts. Statements should ‘be mailed to
employees 3 to 5 weeks after submission.

A
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In addition, SSA's Office of the Actuary has developed a personal
computer program that can estimate a person's Social Security
benefit based on his or her lifetime annual- earnings under Social’
Security. 1If your agency woulé like a copy of the floppy disk
containing this program, send a standard IBM-compatible PC disk

(5 1/4" double-side, double density) or an IBM~compatible PC/AT
disk (5 1/4" double-side, high density) to the following address:

"PIA Program for FERS"

Office of the Actuary

Social Security Administration
4-N-29 Link

6401 Security Boulevard
Baltimore, Maryland 21235

We will copy the program onto your disk and return it to your
office with a brief instructional handbook. Please send only one
request per agency. However, we encourage your agency to make as
many copies as you wish from the copy you obtain from SSA. (The
program is not copyrighted.)

If you are planning to prepare a covering memorandum to your
employees about the Social Security form we are recommending the
attached draft language.

Sincerely,

(AT o

Antonia Lenane
Director
SSA FERS Task Force

Enclosures
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Department ol Health and
Human Services

Social Security Administration

Post Office Box 4168

lowa City, lowa 52244-4168

Dear Federal Employes,

On June 6, 1986, President Reagan signed into law an Act
crealing the new Federal Employees Retirement System. if
you became a Federal employee belore 1984, you will soon
have to decide whether to join the new system or to remain
in the Civil Service Retirement System. The Social Security -
Administration and the Olfice of Personnel Management
(OPM) have developed some materials which will assist you
in making this important decision.

tf you are seriously considering joining FERS and have ever

worked in a job covered by Social Securily, you may need a

copy of your Social Security earnings record. In June, OPM
. will distribute The FERS Transfer Handbook which will

( explain how to use your earnings record lo make a FERS

transter decision.

\

1l you need your earnings statement, complete this form
and return it as soon as possible in the

Since the FERS transfer pennd closes at the end of Ihe
year, we need your request by August 1987. You should
receive a response within 3 to 5 weeks. Should you have
any questions, please contact your personnel office.

The Social Security Administration Is pleased to be able to
provide you with the informalion you need lo ke your
retirement system decision.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Compilete this form only it:
* You are considering joining FERS
AND

* You have worked in employment covered by Socia! Security.
2. Enter your name and Social Security number on the form exactly as they appear
on your Social Sectrity card. It your card is incorsect (for exampie, you
changed your name because of manriage or divorce), contact your local Social
Security office lo cotrect your card belore you send in this form.

MARKING DIRECTIONS

+ Use a soft lead pencil (do not use ink or lelt-lip pen).

« Print one letter or number in boxes provided,
corresponding oval betow bach character.
» Completely erase marks you wish to change.

and grid the

* Make no slray marks on either side of this sheel.

* Do not photo copy ~ use only printed lorms.

( FRONT)

Sincerely,

cas' .
Dorcas R. Har
Commissioner

of Soclal Securit

Included

A) is authorized to collect
section 205 of the Social

prevent your request fronteing processed. The information will
be used primarily for issuing your earnings statement.
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President Reagan recently signed into law an Act provgdgng the
new Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS). The retirement
legislation extends to Civil Service employees two options:

1. Remaining in the current Civil Service Retirement System
(CSRS), or

2. Participating in the new Federal Employees Retirement
System,

FERS participants receive benefits both from the new Federal
employee pension system and from Social Security. Many of you
may have worked under Social Security in the past and may have a
need to request information from your records so you can better
understand the projected value of the Social Security benefit to
the overall benefits. The Social Security Administration (SSA)
and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) have developed a
process to furnish earnings statements and coverage information
during the FERS Open Season (July 1 through December 31, 1987) to
help you make a decision on a retirement system.

AGENCY: CHCOSE ONE ALTERNATIVE

The attached form can be used to get your earnings information
from SSA. (DO NOT USE STAPLES ON_THE FORM.)

OR

If you desire to get your earnings from SSA please (AGENCY SHOULD
CUSTOMIZE).

Promptly complete and return the form, which includes name,
Social Security number, date of birth, sex, current address and
signature. SSA will produce a statement from the system which
shows coverage information and year-by-year earnings amounts.
You should receive a statement 3 to 5 weeks after submission.

To help keep the workload manageable, please request records only
if needed. If you have never worked under Social Security or you
have already made the decision, do not send in the request form.
Also, if you were covered under FERS before January 1984 you will
not need to submit a form. '

You are encouraged to use the Social Security earnings
information together with a FERS Transfer Handbook, which will be
provided by OPM, to determine how FERS coverage woulé apply to
you personally.
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